years (4). Klee would have been 50 years of age at the time he wrote of his weather-related digital pain (Fig. 1) . We now know that the onset of Raynaud phenomenon in a 50-year-old
Paul Klee (1879-1940) is undoubtedly the most notable historical figure to have suffered from systemic sclerosis (scleroderma). In the 1930s, scleroderma was not well recognized as a disease. Klee's medical records were lost in an accidental fire shortly before his death, yet much about his medical condition can be gleaned from his diaries and letters (2) . In this, the first in a series of vignettes on Klee's illness, I will explore a likely early feature of his condition -Raynaud phenomenon. In subsequent vignettes I will highlight other features of Klee's condition.
From 1930-1933, during his teaching appointments at Dessau and Dusseldorf, Klee complained of the bitter cold (1, 2). His annual trips southward, e.g., to Tunisia, Egypt, and Italy, became a geographical destination for his soul and possibly for his body as well because the northern climate had become unbearable. Although some authorities have suggested that Klee did not suffer from Raynaud phenomenon (3), it would indeed be atypical of a scleroderma patient not to have experienced the cold-induced color changes and digital pain of Raynaud phenomenon, as such symptoms are present in the vast majority of patients. A recent EUSTAR review found Raynaud phenomenon to be present in 96.3% of scleroderma patients, with a mean age at onset of 42.2 ± 14.9 Paul Klee's illness 136 © 2017 Wichtig International male may be the harbinger of scleroderma or another collagen vascular disease. For most patients, the first symptom of scleroderma is Raynaud phenomenon, sometimes preceding skin and organ involvement by years. Klee's complaint of painful fingers induced or exacerbated by cold weather (1) would appear to have preceded the development of more severe symptoms (pulmonary and skin) by approximately 5 years. If Klee did indeed suffer from Raynaud phenomenon, followed subsequently by other characteristic symptoms, he would have fulfilled the 2013 classification criteria for systemic sclerosis, as these recent criteria include Raynaud phenomenon (5, 6) . With the onset of his disease, his physicians forbade Klee two of his pleasures -his pipe and his violin (7) . Such proscriptions may have been a precaution for the vasospasm, digital ulcers, or arthritis typical of scleroderma (more on Klee's arthritis in a later installment).
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